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Background	

Catalonia	possesses	an	inherent	nationalism.	The	wave	of	a	series	of	demonstrations	and	
protest	movements	that	started	after	2008	was	contributed	by	various	reasons.	It	was	
not	a	spontaneous	uprising.	An	already	existing	social	base	was	shaped	to	evolve	into	a	
movement.	Apart	from	the	nationalist	feelings,	many	other	factors	pushed	the	Catalans	
to	enter	into	a	movement	for	independence	and	to	establish	a	sovereign	Catalan	State.	
The	people	of	Catalonia	were	dissatisfied	with	the	fiscal	policies	of	Madrid.	A	sense	of	
injustice	 and	 ignorance	 from	 the	 Spanish	 Government	 were	 the	 motivators	 for	 the	
movement.	Along	with	this,	the	after	effects	of	the	global	economic	crisis	made	the	living	
conditions	of	people	much	worse.	This	pushed	the	middle	class,	who	constitute	the	major	
portion	 of	 the	 Catalan	 population,	 into	 the	 streets	 demanding	 for	 an	 independent	
Catalonia.	 Two	 hypotheses	 have	 been	 drawn	 from	 these	 which	 are:	 first,	 apart	 from	
nationalist	feelings	other	socio-	fiscal	reasons	have	also	contributed	to	the	mobilization	
of	a	large	number	of	Catalans.	Second,	the	majority	of	pro-independence	supporters	and	
protestors	involved	in	the	movement	are	middle	class	Catalans.		

Causes,	Concerns	and	Fallouts		

Firstly,	Catalonia	is	a	region	with	a	distinct	culture	and	language.	They	have	their	regional	
parliament,	flag	and	other	national	symbols.	The	region	has	been	demanding	for	more	
autonomous	powers	since	very	long.	The	indigenous	Catalan	population	saw	themselves	
different	 from	 rest	 of	 the	 Spanish	 population.	 Catalan	 nationalism	 fundamentally	
revolves	around	the	defence	and	promotion	of	Catalan	language	and	culture.	Some	of	the	
social	 and	 fiscal	 disturbances	 added	 fuel	 to	 the	 Catalan	 nationalism	which	 remained	
dormant	in	the	minds	of	people	till	then.		

Secondly,	Catalonia	being	a	wealthy	 region	 constitutes	around	20	per	 cent	of	 Spanish	
GDP.	Catalonia	complains	that	Madrid	takes	huge	taxes-revenues	from	them	but	has	not	
been	returning	and	spending	proportionate	amounts	 for	 their	welfare.	A	strong	sense	
grew	in	the	minds	of	Catalans	that	they	are	paying	for	what	doesn’t	correspond	to	them.	
People	started	 to	have	 the	urge	of	 resistance	against	 fiscal	 transfer	 to	poorer	regions.	
Also,	 the	 global	 economic	 crisis	 of	 2008	 had	 huge	 impacts	 especially	 on	 the	 Catalan	
middle	class.	Some	of	the	sections	in	the	middle	class	experienced	direct	poverty	maybe	
for	the	very	first	time.	The	comparative	privileges	they	experienced	became	subject	to	
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severe	 constrictions.	 Middle	 class	 youths	 and	 children’s	 expectations	 of	 a	 stable	 and	
prosperous	future	became	bleak	and	many	turned	to	be	a	new	poor.	People	of	Catalonia	
found	political	expression	of	the	dissatisfaction	following	the	economic	crisis.		

Third	reason	which	intensified	the	crisis	is	the	mode	in	which	both	the	blocs,	i.e.,	Catalan	
nationalist	and	Spanish	Government	approached	the	situation.	The	demand	for	secession	
of	Catalonia	was	rejected	by	Spain.	Madrid	tried	to	suppress	the	movements	and	protests	
with	 heavy	 forces	 and	 this	 elevated	 the	 intensity	 of	 the	 crisis	 and	 a	 solution	 through	
discussion	became	distant.	Catalonia	was	also	not	moving	back	from	their	demand	for	
independence	and	adopted	violent	means	to	put	Madrid	in	pressure.	These	led	to	ruthless	
street	clashes	some	of	them	even	lasting	for	days.	The	Catalan	popular	movement	 is	a	
series	 of	 incidents,	 protests	 and	 disturbances	 extending	 over	 years	 and	 still	
unpredictably	ongoing.		

A	brief	note	on	the	developments		

In	July	2010,	Spanish	Constitutional	Court	cut	down	the	autonomy	statute	of	Catalonia.	
This	statute	was	passed	in	2006	by	Spanish	Congress	and	later	ratified	by	referendum.	
The	Catalan	language	status,	powers	on	immigration,	taxes	and	judiciary	and	the	right	to	
call	referendum	were	cut	back.	The	court	declared	that	the	preamble	of	the	statute	which	
referred	Catalonia	as	a	“nation”	has	no	 legal	validity.	The	exclusive	powers	granted	to	
Catalonia	 in	various	sectors	were	also	taken	back	through	court	ruling.	As	a	response,	
Catalonia’s	 capital	 Barcelona	 witnessed	 a	 huge	 rally	 of	 around	 1.5million	 people	
including	students,	workers	and	the	youth	to	defend	the	will	of	the	people	and	to	defend	
the	statute.	People	mobilized	under	 the	slogan	“We	are	a	nation	and	We	decide”.	This	
movement	is	sovereign	Catalonia	can	repair	the	damage	to	Catalan	community.		seen	as	
first	 major	 popular	 mass	 mobilization	 for	 Catalan	 secession	 and	 articulation	 of	 self-
determination.		

In	 the	 following	 years,	 many	 smaller	 and	 larger	 movements	 including	 marches	 and	
demonstrations	 occurred	 in	 the	 streets	 of	 Barcelona.	 In	 the	 meantime,	 Catalan	
secessionist	 leaders	 held	 series	 of	 informal,	 non-binding	 votes	 and	 opinion	 polls	 on	
independence	in	regional	towns	and	cities.	On	June	2017,	the	then	Catalonia	President	
Carles	Puigdemont	announced	that	on	October	1	Catalonia	will	move	to	polling	booths	
for	a	referendum.	The	Spanish	Government	approached	the	court	against	 this	and	the	
Constitutional	Court	of	Spain	suspended	the	referendum	declaring	it	as	unconstitutional.		

Committees	 for	 the	 defence	 of	 referendum	were	 set	 at	 regional	 levels	 and	 thousands	
came	up	to	volunteer	as	referendum	stewards.	Before	the	day	of	referendum,	volunteers	
occupied	the	booths	in	the	fear	of	police	confiscation.	On	October	1,	police	met	with	the	
people	 who	 defied	 the	 state	 ban	 and	 turned	 out	 to	 vote.	 The	 Catalan	 nationalists	
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responded	to	every	escalation	in	the	oppressive	force	mounted	on	them	by	Madrid	with	
stronger	mass	mobilizations.	The	actual	number	of	participants	is	still	uncertain	due	to	
ballot	seizure	and	sealing	of	polling	stations.	The	counted	votes	were	equivalent	to	43	per	
cent	of	the	Catalan	electorate	out	of	which	90	per	cent	polled	“yes”	to	independence.	The	
voter	 turnout	 and	 referendum	 results	 show	 that	 only	 Catalan	 nationalists	who	 really	
wanted	 bid	 to	 independence	 came	 out	 to	 cast	 their	 poll.	 Roughly	 half	 the	 population	
respected	the	order	of	Spanish	constitutional	court	and	did	not	turn	out	to	vote.	But	the	
Catalan	 parliament	 declared	 themselves	 independent	 on	 27	 October	 2017.	 Madrid	
couldn’t	 agree	 to	 this	 and	 imposed	 direct	 rule	 over	 Catalonia	 and	 dissolved	 the	
Parliament.	Cases	were	charged	against	main	secessionist	leaders	and	regional	election	
was	called	in	Catalonia.	Catalan	pro-independence	parties	together	won	majority	in	the	
election	 and	 Quim	 Torra,	 a	 close	 ally	 of	 former	 President	 Puigdemont	 sworn	 as	 new	
President.	In	June	2018,	the	new	Catalan	government	took	back	control	of	the	next	and	
the	latest	major	outburst	in	the	movement	were	on	October	2019,	when	nine	of	arrested	
pro-independence	 leaders	 including	 former	 ministers	 were	 sentenced	 imprisonment.	
Former	 Catalan	 Vice-President	 Oriol	 Junqueras	 was	 also	 jailed	 for	 13	 years	 charging	
sedition	and	misuse	of	public	funds.		

A	 news	 article	 in	 “The	 Guardian”	 says,	 “Thousands	 of	 young	 Catalans	 marched	 on	
Barcelona	El-Prat	airport	in	an	attempt	to	occupy	it.	Police	responded	with	baton	charges	
and	fired	rubber	and	foam	bullets	and	clashes	have	been	followed	by	three	further	nights	
of	 unrest	 in	 the	 region.	 Cars	 have	 been	 torched	 in	 Barcelona,	 barricades	 set	 ablaze,	
buildings	 vandalised	 and	 police	 officers	 attacked	 with	 petrol	 bombs,	 fireworks	 and	
stones.	For	some	pro-independence	Catalans,	patience	with	traditional	form	of	protest	
appears	 to	 be	 running	 out”6	 The	 airport	 occupation	 was	 the	 brainchild	 of	 Tsunami	
Republic,	 a	 secretive	 group	 which	 control	 and	 coordinate	 movements	 and	 protests	
through	apps	and	social	media.	Many	simultaneous	marches	and	protest	demonstrations	
happened	in	many	other	parts	of	Catalonia	by	other	groups	like		

Not	 everyone	 in	 Catalonia	 wants	 independence.	 Catalan	 society	 has	 been	 polarized	
deeply.	Roughly	half	of	the	population	wants	a	sovereign,	independent	Catalonia	whereas	
the	 rest	 advocates	 for	 a	united	Spain.	The	election	 results	of	Catalonia	also	 show	 this	
division.	 For	 instance,	 the	 pro-	 independence	 parties	 collectively	won	majority	 in	 the	
parliament	in	2017,	their	combined	vote-share	was	only	around	48	per	cent.	The	party	
strongly	opposing	Catalan	secession	came	in	first	position	with	highest	votes.	Almost	all	
the	recent	elections	conducted	at	different	levels	reflect	this	difference	of	opinion	among	
people.	 Also,	 united	 Spain	 supporters	 and	 far-right	 activists	 had	 conducted	 counter-	
demonstrations	and	rallies	in	Barcelona	and	other	regions	of	Catalonia.	Several	times	this	
led	to	direct	clashes	with	the	pro-independence	activists	resulting	in	prolonged	violence.	
During	 football	 matches,	 pro-independence	 and	 united	 Spain	 gangs	 fought	 inside	
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stadiums.	Many	Catalan	people	were	fed	up	with	the	riot	situations	and	general	strikes	
which	constricted	them	from	earnings	and	a	peaceful	living.		

But	why	does	this	polarization	occur	between	people	of	Catalonia?		

Committees	for	the	Defence	of	Republic	(CDR).			

Catalonia	 is	 a	 prosperous	 region	 and	 a	 hub	of	 industries	 and	many	businesses.	 Large	
number	of	people	from	other	parts	of	Spain	has	migrated	to	Catalonia	from	19th	century	
onwards.	A	large	portion	of	the	current	population	in	Catalonia	has	roots	elsewhere	in	
Spain	 or	 other	 parts	 of	 the	 world.	 This	 section	 of	 people	 won‟t	 has	 the	 affinity	 or	
nationalist	feeling	that	the	indigenous	population	possess.	Several	groups	with	varying	
interests	emerged	in	the	region	based	on	family	origin,	first	language	and	class.	Most	of	
the	migrants	have	Spanish	as	their	first	language	and	are	more	loyal	to	Madrid	than	they	
are	to	Catalonia.	Directly	or	indirectly	they	are	also	supported	by	large	businessmen	who	
want	a	United	Spain	for	smooth	running	of	their	business.		

Catalan	Government	and	Institutions	in	support		

Catalan	 government	 supports	 the	 pro-independence	 movements.	 It	 is	 that	 only	 pro-	
independence	 parties	 or	 coalitions	 had	 come	 to	 power	 in	 Catalonia.	 Independence	 of	
Catalonia	 is	 the	 only	major	 campaigning	 topic	 during	 the	 regional	 elections.	 Nothing	
matters	more	 than	 the	 bid	 for	 independence.	 The	 Catalan	 government	 is	 seen	 as	 the	
sponsors	of	the	movement.	The	protestors,	in	turn,	have	shown	due	respect	to	the	Catalan	
institutions	 and	 local	 bureaucracy.	 Catalonia	 has	 its	 police	 force,	 Mossos	 d’Esquadra.	
They	 are	 inclined	 towards	 the	protestors	 and	bit	 reluctant	 to	 use	 force	 against	 them.	
While	massive	protests	or	rallies	happen,	Madrid	employs	riot	police	to	handle	the	crowd	
and	in	some	instances,	Catalan	police	is	also	brought	under	Spanish	Government.		

Spanish	Government	opens	discussions		

Madrid	cannot	even	think	of	a	Spain	without	Catalonia.	Spain	has	to	hold	Catalonia	at	any	
cost.	 If	Catalonia	splits	 from	them,	then	more	regions	 in	which	nationalist	 feelings	are	
strong	 but	 dormant	 will	 demand	 independence	 and	 this	 may	 eventually	 lead	 to	
balkanization	of	Spain.	Most	recent	statics	shows	that	 the	number	of	people	opposing	
independence	is	higher	but	Madrid	doesn’t	want	to	take	even	a	slight	risk	by	conducting	
a	referendum.	When	Mariano	Rajoy	was	the	Spanish	Prime	Minister,	he	was	unwilling	to	
have	 negotiation	 talks	 with	 the	 Catalan	 nationalists.	 Forces	 were	 employed	 to	 check	
protests	and	rallies.	Barcelona	witnessed	some	of	the	ruthless	violence	during	his	regime.	
The	attempts	to	suppress	and	ignore	the	movement	have	failed	and	in	turn	caused	the	
movements	 to	 strengthen.	 Rajoy	was	 ousted	 by	 current	 PM	 Sanchez	with	 the	 help	 of	
Catalan	pro-independence	parties.	And	also,	Sanchez‟s	party	has	only	quarter	of	seats	in	
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parliament.	So,	he	has	displayed	a	soft	approach	towards	Catalonia.	Recently	in	February	
2020,	Sanchez	had	a	first	round	of	talks	with	Catalan	President	Quim	Torra.	But,	Torra	
stiffly	 demands	 for	 independence	 and	 Sanchez	 clinging	 to	 the	 stand	 that	 Spain	 can’t	
approve	their	demand	since	it	is	unconstitutional.		

King	 of	 Spain,	 King	 Felipe	 VI	 also	 opposed	 the	 protests,	 mentioning	 as	 “reckless”	
movement	 which	 stands	 “outside	 the	 law	 and	 outside	 democracy”.	 The	 pro-	
independence	 parties	 said,	 “We	 have	 no	 King”	 and	 boycotted	 the	 new	 opening	 of	
Parliamentary	 Session	 in	 Madrid.	 Barcelona	 also	 witnessed	 anti-monarchy	
demonstrations.	King	Felipe	had	addressed	the	secessionists	only	once	and	during	the	
address,	he	endorsed	Spanish	Central	Government	which	further	radicalized	the	protests.	
The	King	has	to	preserve	the	“unity	and	permanence”	of	Spain	but	also	“arbitrates	and	
moderates”	 its	 political	 institutions.	 But	 the	 King	 also	 cannot	 take	 any	 decisions	
singlehandedly.	His	decisions	or	initiatives	require	consent	from	the	Spanish	government	
or	 concerned	 ministers.	 As	 the	 talks	 have	 been	 initiated	 between	 both	 the	 parties	 a	
reconciling	role	is	expected	from	the	King.		

EU	unwilling	to	interfere		

European	Union	was	reluctant	to	intervene	in	the	crisis.	EU	stated	that	the	Catalan	issue	
is	Spain’s	internal	problem	and	they	don’t	want	to	involve	in	it.	Even	while	police	used	
disproportionate	 force	 against	 the	 protestors	 during	 October	 2017,	 EU	 Barcelona	
Football	Club	had	extended	solidarity	with	the	Catalan	demand	for	self-	determination.	
For	Catalans,	Barca	FC	is	“more	than	a	club”	as	its	motto	says.	When	Madrid	banned	the	
referendum	FC	Barcelona	responded,	“FC	Barcelona,	in	remaining	faithful	to	his	historic	
commitment	to	the	defence	of	the	nation,	to	democracy,	to	freedom	of	speech,	and	to	self-
determination,	 condemns	 any	 act	 that	 may	 impede	 the	 free	 exercise	 of	 these	 rights.	
Therefore,	FC	Barcelona	publicly	did	not	make	any	statements	even	under	humanitarian	
grounds.	This	may	have	pushed	EU	into	a	dilemma	in	extending	support	to	either	of	the	
blocs.	EU	should	have	mediated	to	find	a	solution	which	is	legitimate	and	acceptable	for	
both	sides.		

Major	Trends		

Rise	of	the	middle	class		

One	of	the	major	characteristics	of	Catalan	movement	is	the	political	mobilization	of	the	
middle	 class.	 A	major	 portion	 of	 indigenous	 Catalan	 population	 falls	 in	 middle	 class.	
Catalonia	 has	 less	 income	 inequality	 as	 compared	 to	 other	 parts.	 A	 good	 portion	 of	
migrant	class	who	settled	in	Catalonia	before	decades	acquired	middle	class	status.	So	the	
strength	of	middle	class	population	is	higher	than	the	working	class	or	the	elite	class.	As	
mentioned	 earlier	 various	 economic	 disturbances	 added	with	 the	 nationalist	 feelings	
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created	an	urge	for	resistance	among	this	Catalan	population.	The	2008	global	economic	
crisis	 made	 many	 jobless	 and	 a	 generalized	 decline	 in	 material	 well-being.	 Andrew	
Dowling	who	is	a	senior	lecturer	in	Cardiff	University	writes,	“In	the	last	two	decades,	the	
security	of	the	middle	class	across	much	of	Europe	has	declined.	The	bailing	out	of	banks	
and	 giant	 financial	 enterprises	 was	 facilitated	 by	 the	 economic	 crisis	 and	 as	 a	
consequence,	 the	 value	 of	 pensions,	 savings	 and	 securities	 and	 erosion	 of	 future	
prospects	 hit	 the	middle	 class.	 This	 sector	 has	 also	 been	 an	 important	 component	 in	
politics”	(Dowling	2018).	The	middle	class	had	to	anyhow	resist	the	downward	pull	to	
the	lower	strata	of	the	society	and	cannot	easily	give	away	the	privileges	and	status	they	
enjoyed	during	the	years.	This	anxiety	grew	during	these	years	and	many	were	dragged	
to	the	verge	of	becoming	a	new	poor	or	experiencing	direct	poverty	which	they	may	not	
have	 experienced	 ever	 in	 their	 life.	 Self-confidence	 was	 lost	 and	 their	 expectation,	
especially	the	middle-class	youth’s	expectation	can	be	mapped.		

Why	did	this	impact	of	economic	crisis	turn	out	to	be	a	secessionist	movement	only	in	
Catalonia?	The	regional	and	nationalist	identity	was	prominent	and	sufficiently	strong	in	
Catalonia	 to	 mobilize	 and	 erupt	 into	 a	 secessionist	 movement.	 Unlike	 many	 other	
movements,	the	nationalist	movement	only	mobilized	an	already	existing	identity.		

The	middle	class	was	well	involved	in	the	Catalan	politics.	Being	the	major	vote	banks	of	
many	of	the	parties	the	traditional	politics	parties	also	worked	in	favour	of	them.	But	in	
the	 post-economic	 crisis	 period,	 the	 loyalty	 towards	 these	 parties	 declined.	 The	
mobilization	of	the	middle	class	happened	disregarding	the	strings	of	political	parties.	
The	movement	did	not	follow	their	politics	but	the	political	parties	had	to	extend	their	
support	to	the	movement.	Interestingly,	the	leaders	of	those	traditional	parties	also	fall	
in	 the	middle	 class	or	 the	upper	middle	 class	which	made	 this	 shift	 rapid.	Assemblea	
Nacional	Catalana(ANC)	is	an	organization	formed	in	2011,	pushing	for	independence	of	
Catalonia,	 increasingly	 comprised	 of	 Catalan	 middle	 class.	 ANC	 organized	 pro-
independence	rallies	with	massive	participation	standing	outside	the	structure	of	parties.	
“The	ANC	sought	 to	build	a	new	kind	of	organizational	model	built	around	concentric	
circles	arranged	by	location,	profession	and	level	of	activism.	The	ANC	is	distinguished	
from	traditional	range	of	social	movement	by	its	tactical	and	strategic	moderation.	The	
movement	 was	 built	 by	 an	 articulate	 and	 educated	 middle	 class,”	 Andrew	 Dowling	
describes.	But	it	is	not	that	the	middle	class	are	the	only	supporters	or	participants	in	the	
Catalan	movement.		

Even	though	industrial	workers	joined	hands	following	the	economic	crisis.	They	did	not	
construct	 a	 new	 one	 or	 struggle	 to	 propagate	 the	 need	 to	 resist.	 The	 nationalists	
succeeded	in	convincing	the	people	how	a	sovereign	Catalonia	would	be	able	to	address	
their	issues.	A	social	base	which	was	already	present	was	made	ready	for	a	movement	
through	series	of	consultations.	But	movement	during	general	strikes	and	marches,	their	
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support	was	minimal.	The	working	class	have	been	experiencing	employment	instability,	
social	and	economic	insecurity	for	decades.	Compared	to	the	middle	class,	these	are	not	
new	 experience	 for	 them.	 They	 don’t	 believe	 that	 the	 formation	 of	 an	 independent,	
sovereign	 state	would	anyhow	 improve	 their	 condition.	They	work	daily	 to	meet	 two	
ends	of	life,	so	the	independence	of	Catalonia	doesn’t	fall	in	their	list	of	priorities.		

The	 elite	 class	 and	 big	 businessmen	 have	 opposed	 Catalan	 secession.	 Splitting	 of	
Catalonia	from	Spain	will	harm	them	more	than	good.	It	will	result	 in	the	loss	of	their	
market	especially	in	the	rest	of	Spain	and	also	business	with	other	EU	members	might	be	
constrained.	 Concerned	 about	 business	 and	 economic	 interests	 the	 elite	 class	 has	not	
embraced	 Catalan	 independence.	 A	 graph	 drawn	 with	 income	 and	 support	 to	
independence	will	show	highest	peak	in	middle	and	falls	towards	both	ends	where	the	
income	is	low	and	income	is	too	high.		

Changing	face	of	the	movement		

When	the	pro-independence	leaders	were	sentenced	for	 imprisonment	violent	clashes	
occurred	in	the	streets	of	Catalonia.	The	noticeable	move	from	the	part	of	protestors	was	
the	occupation	of	El-Prat	airport	in	Barcelona.	Thousands	of	people	were	on	the	streets	
and	roads,	especially	the	youth	and	students,	without	a	clue	of	how	to	protest	or	where	
to	gather.	On	the	call	to	occupy	the	airport,	they	moved	to	El-Prat	airport	in	large	numbers	
which	resulted	in	the	cancellation	of	more	than	a	hundred	flights.	The	call	for	occupying	
airport	 was	 not	 given	 by	 political	 parties	 or	 other	 traditional	 pro-independence	
organisations.	It	was	the	brainchild	of	a	new	group	called	“Tsunami	Democratic”	which	
controls	 and	 coordinates	 the	 protest	 through	 social	media	 and	 apps.	 It	 is	 a	 secretive	
online	 group	 whose	 leaders	 are	 yet	 not	 identified.	 Tsunami	 democratic	 announced	
themselves	 on	 their	 website,	 twitter,	 instagram	 and	 telegram,	 “We	 are	 not	 a	 new	
organization,	we	are	a	continuing	and	inexhaustible	campaign.	A	wave	is	beginning	and	
you	are	the	protagonist.	You	are	the	Tsunami”	“Be	like	water”	is	a	popularly	used	slogan	
in	 Hong	 Kong	 to	 mobilise	 masses.	 Tsunami	 democratic	 also	 addressed	 protestors	 as	
“Tsunami,”	maybe	a	modified	Catalan	pro-independence	website,	the	updates	of	protest	
movements	around	form	of	“water,”	urging	them	to	be	rapid,	unpredictive	and	flexible.	
Many	 other	 similitudes	 can	 be	 seen	 which	 are	 adopted	 from	 Hong	 Kong	 and	 other	
contemporary	protest	movements.	Paralysing	the	airports,	use	of	lasers	to	blind	police,	
usage	of	encrypted	messages	and	online	groups	and	many	more	such	similar	strategies	
shows	that	protest	movements	across	the	globe	learn	from	each	other.	Even	some	of	the	
modern	pro-	independence	groups	took	the	same	instructions,	graphics	and	techniques	
given	by	the	Hong	Kong	protestors	on	how	to	protect	themselves	from	tear	gas,	water.		

Forecast	in	2020	
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“Catalexit”	 remains	 bleak.	 It	 won‟t	 be	 an	 easy	 process	 to	 split	 apart	 and	 to	 achieve	
international	 recognition.	 If	 Catalonia	 declares	 themselves	 independent	 the	 global	
community,	except	a	few	will	not	recognize	them	as	an	independent,	sovereign	nation.	
Even	 if	 a	 legitimate	election	occurs	 in	Catalonia,	 the	 fate	may	be	similar	 to	Quebec	or	
Scottish	 referendum	 since	 the	 support	 for	 independence	 is	merely	 half.	 On	 the	 other	
hand,	if	Catalonia	becomes	independent,	it	will	not	be	an	easy	way	forward	for	them.	The	
economy	may	become	even	worse.		

Talks	 have	 initiated	 between	 Spain	 and	Catalonia.	 Spanish	PM	Pedro	 Sanchez	 offered	
talks	with	Catalonia	but	with	constitution	 in	hand.	Only	outcome	Spanish	Constitution	
allows	 is	 “Spanish	 Unity.”.	 Unwillingness	 to	 negotiate	 made	 the	 first	 round	 of	 talks	
unsuccessful.	Both	sides	exhibit	the	football	spirit.	It	seems	like	they	don’t	want	the	game	
to	end	in	a	draw.	But	the	Catalan	leaders	may	be	well	aware	that	Catalan	independence	
is	 not	 easily	 attainable	 in	 the	 present	 situations.	 Giving	more	 autonomy	 to	 Catalonia	
including	financial	autonomy	leading	to	a	win-win	solution	will	be	acceptable	for	both	
blocs.	The	result	of	 the	discussion	will	decide	 further	developments	 in	 the	movement.	
Catalonia	will	be	facing	general	election	later	in	this	year.	The	results	of	the	elections	will	
decide	the	fate	of	the	movement.	Disturbances	within	pro-	independence	coalition	asked	
Quim	Torra	to	call	 for	early	elections.	The	coalition	solidarity	to	Catalan	protests	with	
Catalan	flags,	Catalan	slogans	and	placards.		

If	a	United	Spain	supporting	government	comes	in	power	in	Catalonia,	the	movement	may	
become	dormant	for	quite	some	time.	When	sufficient	anti-government	feelings	evolve,	
another	mobilization	could	be	expected,	which	will	be	against	Spanish	Government	as	
well	 as	 against	 regional	 Catalan	 government.	 This	 uprising	will	 be	 incorporated	with	
more	 violence	 since	 the	 regional	 government	will	 try	 to	 suppress	 the	movement	 and	
protestors	will	be	urged	to	become	more	radical.		

Middle	class	tensions	will	prevail.	It	is	hardly	possible	to	address	all	of	their	issues.	Even	
if	Catalonia	wins	independence,	the	struggle	to	remain	in	the	upper	strata	of	the	society	
will	continue	and	the	tensions	persist.	Also,	Spain	is	one	of	the	countries	in	which	COVID-
19	 virus	 made	 the	 situations	 worse.	 An	 upcoming	 economic	 crisis	 will	 affect	 the	
employment	 and	 material	 well-being	 of	 a	 major	 portion	 of	 this	 population	 thereby	
increasing	the	number	of	unsatisfied.		Catalan	movement	will	not	completely	end	but	may	
temporarily	halt.	The	nationalists	and	protestors	are	not	going	to	disappear.	They	will	
adopt	new	forms,	become	dormant	and	fight	back	strongly.	The	strength	and	support	for	
the	movement	may	fluctuate,	but	the	movement	and	their	demands	will	not	die.		
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