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Background		

The	Islamic	Republic	of	Iran	has	been	the	epicentre	of	the	unrest.	When	looked	into	late	
1970’s,	 it	 took	 a	 decade	 for	 the	 movement	 to	 gain	 consciousness	 about	 democracy	
amongst	 the	 elite	 segment.	 As	 another	 decade	 passed	 where	 President	 Mohammed	
Khatami	 comes	 to	 power	 in	 1997.	 Here	 the	 reformists	 intend	 to	 strengthen	 the	
democratic	component	but	due	to	a	strong	authoritarian	casing	the	mission	fails.	Even	
though	they	struggled	to	cause	disruption	to	his	plans,	the	failure	was	epidemic	and	kept	
people	 away	 from	 2005	 elections	 to	 vote.	 This	 loophole	 gave	 rise	 to	 Mahmoud	
Ahmadinejad	who	was	declared	winner	in	2009	elections.	People	had	to	take	part	in	2009	
elections	due	to	prolonged	isolation	and	depreciation	of	currency	and	they	felt	that	the	
result	 was	 unscrupulous.	 This	 gave	 to	 demonstrations	 in	 the	 streets	 called	 Green	
uprising,	 led	by	middle	 class	 protestors	 of	Tehran	 and	 fronted	by	underclass	 and	 the	
unemployed	of	provincial	towns.	As	observed	the	movement	failed	due	to	many	reasons	
but	 mainly	 because	 of	 an	 important	 policy	 followed	 by	 the	 parliament.	 That	 is,	 the	
constitution	was	framed	in	a	way	to	grant	three-fourth	political	power	to	the	office	of	
supreme	leader	who	is	a	permanent	member	and	remains	unelected	but	given	control	of	
the	IRGC,	armed	forces,	foreign	policy,	intelligence,	judicial	and	extrajudicial	powers	to	
implement	his	decision.	Whereas	the	president,	who	is	democratically	elected	is	given	no	
power	to	question	the	leader.	So,	by	default	the	system	has	remained	blindfolded	by	its	
own	flaws,	resisting	to	grow	and	inability	to	adapt	the	environment.	In	contrast	to	the	
present	 riots,	 the	 protest	 had	 a	 clear	 political	 vision	 but	were	 detained,	 indicted	 and	
suppressed	very	rapidly.		

Spread	of	the	Movement		

The	 reformists	 let	 the	 green	movement	 2009	 bygone	 and	 elected	Hassan	 Rouhani	 in	
2013.	 He	was	 portrayed	 as	moderate	who	 promised	 international	 normalization	 and	
economic	prosperity,	 that	 ignored	 the	 reality	of	his	nature	of	being	 a	 loyal	 servant	of	
Iran’s	 Islamic	 Revolution	 who	 was	 dedicated	 to	 preserve	 the	 repressive,	 theocratic	
regime.	The	first	term	of	President	Rouhani	sided	well	with	the	notable	agreement	with	
the	United	 States.	 But	 in	 the	 second	 term	 the	 Americans	 began	 to	 back	 out	 from	 the	
promises	of	nuclear	deal.	With	the	schemes	of	corruption	coming	into	light	and	pressure	
building	 from	 the	 right-wing	President	Rouhani	decided	 to	 justify	by	 raising	 taxes	on	
gasoline.	This	profligacy	inspired	protestors	to	come	to	the	streets	in	November	2019	for	
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the	three-fold	rise	in	gasoline	prices.	This	was	the	proximate	cause	of	the	current	unrest,	
which	was	only	a	trigger.	Another	unlikely	turn	was	Islamic	Revolutionary	Guard	Corps	
(IRGC)	 admitting	 that	 it	 had	 shot	 down	 a	 Ukraine	 International	 Airlines	 with	 176	
passengers	 on	 January	 2020.	 This	 second	wave	 of	 protests	 spread	 to	 all	 segments	 of	
people	mainly	students	at	its	forefront	from	universities	and	to	various	cities	around	the	
country.	This	gave	different	dimensions	to	the	protest,	where	students	of	Yazd	University	
protested	 for	 poor	 conditions	 of	 food	 and	 had	 reported	 as	 suffering	 from	 digestive	
problems	due	to	bad	quality	and	hygiene.	Whereas,	in	the	Industrial	sector	from	factory	
workers	to	taxi	drivers,	a	large	sum	of	protestors	held	demonstrations	for	laying	off	and	
overdue	 salaries.	 As	 per	 report	 on	 13	 February,	 2020	 from	 The	People’s	 Mojahedin	
Organization	 of	 Iran	 (PMOI)	 has	 identified	 724	 out	 of	 1500	 protestors	 killed	 by	 the	
regime.	

Causes,	Concerns	and	Fallouts		

Regime	and	leadership		

The	proximate	cause	to	these	demonstrations	is	the	Islamic	Regime	and	its	suppressive	
attitude.	As	mentioned	before,	the	framework	of	constitution	is	in	a	way	that	it	provides	
mammoth	powers	 to	 the	supreme	 leader.	So,	when	 the	 leader	prioritizes	his	personal	
motives	over	the	economy	and	welfare	of	people,	rise	of	protests	or	an	uprising	are	of	no	
doubt.	The	regime	has	lacked	transparency	and	accountability,	which	divulges	the	image	
of	corruption.	Being	a	second	largest	producer	of	gas	and	with	agricultural	surplus	people	
believed	that	corruption	had	spread	to	all	levels	of	government	that	has	kept	Iran	from	
developing.	Traces	of	mismanagement	was	seen	not	only	from	a	week	administrative	but	
also	from	the	conflicts	between	the	alliances	and	other	powers.	The	president	has	tried	
to	 work	 towards	 economic	 openness	 and	 privatization	 but	 the	 control	 lies	 with	 the	
Supreme	leader,	who	is	responsible	for	the	delineation	and	supervision	of	the	domestic	
and	Foreign	policies.	Hence	the	leadership	is	the	backbone	of	Iran	and	the	power	only	
gets	extended	through	representatives	and	not	given	to	them.		

Involvement	in	Regional	conflicts		

With	an	ongoing	decline	in	infrastructure,	the	government	decided	to	opt	for	a	nuclear	
programme	 and	 an	 expensive	 ballistic	 missile	 programme	 that	 will	 attract	 more	
sanctions	from	US.	This	was	carried	out	in	comparison	with	the	turkey	model	of	exporting	
its	products	by	developing	its	defence	industry.	In	case	of	Iran,	this	hasn’t	done	any	good	
to	 its	 economy.	 But	 since	 2018	 the	 regime	 has	 fuelled	money	 in	 supporting	 terrorist	
groups	of	Hezbollah	and	Houthis	 and	Hamas	at	 the	 cost	of	 its	own	economy	which	 is	
borne	directly	by	Iranians.	Neither	president	nor	his	cabinet	can	control	the	funds	spent	
on	 Iran’s	 expansionist	 ventures	 in	 Lebanon,	 Syria,	 Iraq	 and	 Yemen.	 This	 staged	
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nationwide	 protests	 for	 the	 mismanagement	 of	 economy	 by	 the	 government.	 They	
expressed	 deep	 concerns	 that	 the	 focus	 of	 the	 regime	 should	 shift	 towards	 domestic	
issues	rather	than	costly	external	interventions.	Alike	the	question	of	corruption,	Iranians	
are	 ignorant	of	 the	degree	of	 control	 the	 state	organisations	practise	 in	 the	economic	
sector	and	the	volume	of	expenditure	on	foreign	policy.	Effects	of	this	intervention	has	
provoked	protests,	people	demanding	for	exit	of	Iran	from	their	state	affairs.	

Economic	inflation		

The	Iranian	economic	downturn	was	the	decision	in	November	to	increase	the	price	of	
gasoline	on	an	average	by	50	per	cent.	The	Iranian	public	had	to	accustom	to	a	heavily	
subsidized	price	of	oil	and	its	sudden	increase	by	such	a	high	margin	acted	as	the	trigger	
for	the	protests	to	break	out	 instantly	as	the	other	basic	commodities	were	already	in	
price	hike.	Being	a	major	producer	of	oil	and	increasing	the	price	of	the	most	available	
product	 irked	 an	 insecurity	 and	 put	 out	 the	 volatility	 of	 the	 economy	 amongst	 the	
Iranians.	Yet,	these	anguishes	build	on	the	frustration	generated	by	political	repression.	
The	economic	adversity	took	base	from	the	economic	sanctions	by	US	(withdrawal	from	
joint	comprehensive	plan	of	action).	As	the	Iranian	economy	depended	on	its	oil	exports	
that	added	three-quarters	revenue,	this	move	will	affect	its	GDP.	According	to	IMF,	Iran’s	
economy	is	already	in	“severe	distress”	and	expects	to	contract	by	9.5		per	cent		this	year	
under	the	weight	of	sanctions.	

According	to	the	World	Bank,	“Higher	import	prices	from	the	devaluation	are	expected	
to	push	inflation	back	above	30		per	cent		in	the	coming	years	as	inflationary	expectations	
spiral	and	consumer	sentiment	falls	leading	to	once	again	a	period	of	stagflation	for	Iran.	
Despite	the	depreciation	and	drop	in	imports,	the	reduction	in	oil	exports	is	estimated	to	
almost	eliminate	the	current	account	surplus	which	is	lower	than	the	earlier	sanctions	
episode	as	oil	prices	are	almost	half	of	the	levels,	they	were	in	2012/13–2013/14.	The	
economy’s	downward	trajectory	is	also	likely	to	put	further	pressure	on	the	labor	market	
and	reverse	recent	job	creation	gains.”	

Concentration	and	centralisation	of	capital	are	two	mechanisms	of	capital	accumulation.	
For	 Iranian	 economy	 both	 the	 processes	 have	 been	 problematic	 as	 in	 the	 last	 two	
decades.	The	economies	of	scale	declined	from	0.8	to	-0.16	with	international	economic	
alliance	restrictions	in	place.	Thereby	Limiting	the	flow	of	foreign	investments	due	to	high	
investment	risk.	The	crony	capitalism	practised	by	the	regime	with	religious	foundations,	
militia	controls,	it	monopolizes	a	large	part	of	economic	woe.		

This	inflation	on	Iran’s	demography,	especially	among	the	youth	who	comprise	the	most	
faces	 unemployment	 of	 40	 	 per	 cent	 ,	 who	 are	 college	 graduates.	 Thus,	 the	 young	
population	is	a	big	part	of	protests,	known	as	“bread	riots”	or	“youth	riots.”	According	to	
World	Bank	estimates,	the	unemployment	rate	was	over	12	 	per	cent	 	as	of	April-June	
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2018	with	youth	unemployment	over	28		per	cent		in	June	2018.		We	can	expect	this	go	
up	further	with	economic	crunches	hitting	from	US	and	pandemic	in	place,	it	will	result	
in	massive	 negative	 impact	 on	 the	 economy	 and	 forecast	 for	 an	 uprising	 against	 the	
regime.		

When	looked	at	the	Islamic	regime,	it	was	a	complete	surprise	and	was	off	guard	to	see	
massive	protests	across	parts	of	the	country	burning	buildings	and	gas	stations,	including	
the	participation	of	all	segments	of	people	of	all	age	groups	coming	together.	The	Regime,	
known	 for	 its	 brutality	 and	 suppressive	measures	 to	 control	 the	 protests	 and	 arrest	
activists.	The	 supreme	 leader	office	and	his	 council	has	been	giving	orders	 to	enforce	
militant	 forces	 against	 its	 own	 people	 claiming	 it	 to	 be	 counter	 revolutionaries	 and	
foreign	adversaries.	While	the	government	has	announced	to	provide	financial	assistance	
to	it	people	and	stated	that,	will	not	stand	any	form	of	anarchy	or	rioting.	But	protests	
gained	momentum	mainly	through	social	media,	an	app	named	Telegram	was	vastly	used	
by	Iranians	to	communicate	and	were	able	to	bring	more	strength	to	the	protests.	Unlike	
other	government	 in	totalitarian	states,	 Iran	was	well	aware	of	people	being	educated	
and	cannot	shift	the	blame	on	the	sanctions	levied	every	time.	So,	it	did	not	restrict	the	
media	coverage.	Iranians	were	given	freedom	to	some	extent	different	from	that	of	other	
states	 like	 Syria	where	 complete	 control	 is	 exercised.	 The	military	 along	with	 Islamic	
revolutionary	guard	corps	(IRGC)	had	other	ways	to	control	than	force,	firstly	it	had	shut	
down	the	internet	to	block	the	communication	and	moved	against	the	protestors	killing	
more	than	100	in	first	48	hours.	The	brutality	factor	still	remains	a	key	function	of	the	
regime	to	control	mass	protests.			

In	the	Middle	Eastern	region,	Iraq	geographically	and	politically	being	closest.	People	of	
Iraq	protested	by	setting	fire	to	buildings	and	offices	of	Shiite	Militias	and	political	parties	
against	 its	 government	 for	 letting	 Iran	 into	 internal	 affairs	 of	 the	 state	 causing	
deterioration	to	its	economy.	Due	to	Iran’s	infiltration	and	exploiting	of	Iraq	public	funds	
that	has	resulted	in	poor	infrastructure,	corruption,	unemployment	and	economic	fallout.	
This	 invoked	aggression	amongst	 Iraqis	and	nationwide	protest	 including	the	torch	of	
Iranian	consulate	in	Iraq.	Same	in	the	case	of	Hezbollah	and	Lebanon,	the	people	have	
raised	 questions	 and	 demonstrations	 against	 Iran	 to	 stop	 its	 influence	 over	 their	
governments.	The	main	blame	seems	to	fall	on	the	Shiite	militia	and	its	proxies	for	the	
instability	caused	in	the	middle	eastern	region.	As	far	as	Israel,	Prime	Minister	Benjamin	
Netanyahu	has	said	that	“Israel	stands	with	the	United	States	in	its	just	struggle	for	peace,	
security	and	self-defence”	Israel	sees	it	as	a	positive	step	to	benefit	its	security	interests.	
Whereas	Turkey,	which	is	in	good	alliance	with	Iran	since	Turkish	military	coup	attempt	
in	2016	and	President	Erdogan	had	cautioned	the	interference	of	parties	outside.	While	
Saudi	 Arabia	 keeps	 itself	 away	 from	 allegations	 of	 interference	 and	 takes	 pleasure	 in	
seeing	the	domestic	unrest	reveal.		
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In	 the	 international	 level,	 European	 parliament	 has	 passed	 a	 resolution	 that	 was	
supported	 by	 six	 out	 of	 seven	 factions	 in	 the	 EU	 for	 the	 brutal	 clampdown	 on	
demonstrators.	The	resolution	states	“The	Iranian	security	forces	used	disproportionate	
means	 and	 force	 against	 protesters	 [and]	 according	 to	 civil	 society	 reports,	 Iranian	
security	forces	opened	fire	on	unarmed	protesters	who	did	not	pose	any	imminent	risk,	
and	allegedly	shot	to	kill.”	

This	 resolution	was	 supported	by	blocs	 across	 the	political	 range,	 from	 the	European	
Conservatives	and	Reformists	Group	(ECR),	which	initiated	the	resolution,	to	the	Group	
of	the	Progressive	Alliance	of	Socialists	and	Democrats	and	others.	The	far-right	Identity	
and	Democracy	Group	was	 the	only	group	 that	 remained	 from	signing.	The	European	
Conservatives	and	Reformists	Group	(ECR),	Foreign	affairs	spokeswoman	Anna	Fotyga	
who	 is	 a	 veteran	 of	 the	 anti-communist	 riot	 in	 Poland.	 She	 stated	 that	 a	 country	
prioritizing	the	supreme	leader’s	personal	power	and	wealth	over	the	rights	of	its	citizens	
and	executing	through	violent	suppression	and	invoking	fear	into	the	population	to	avoid	
further	protests	that	will	bring	out	the	carnages	done	by	the	government.	She	called	out	
that	the	EU	should	rethink	its	relation	with	Iran	and	insisted	that	approach	to	the	regime	
should	be	revised	by	the	European	parliament	immediately.	

Daniel	 Schwammenthal,	 the	 American	 Jewish	 Committee’s	 Transatlantic	 Institute	
director,	said	the	vote	is	a	shift,	since	the	EU	was	thus	far	“incomprehensibly	reticent	to	
condemn	 the	 regime’s	violence.”	According	 to	him,	 the	EU	must	 levy	sanctions	on	 the	
regime	officials	and	the	security	services	that	were	directly	involved	in	the	brutal	murder	
and	arrests.	He	stated	that	the	resolution	passed	by	the	parliament	is	a	forward	move	to	
portray	the	stand	for	the	Iranians	and	not	the	regime.	Also,	pointed	that	the	trigger	to	
these	protests	were	the	price	hike	in	gasoline	that	was	due	to	extraneous	funding	into	
Hezbollah	in	Lebanon	and	Syrian	President	Bashar	Assad’s	ethnic-cleansing	campaign	by	
the	regime.	He	necessitated	on	the	EU	to	try	to	contain	Iran’s	belligerence	in	the	Middle	
East	by	putting	Hezbollah	and	the	Iranian	Revolutionary	Guard	Corps	on	its	terror	list.	

As	per	the	United	Nations,	they	had	called	for	the	Iranian	authority’s	restraint	the	use	of	
force	to	disperse	the	protests	and	the	demonstrator’s	rights	to	freedom	of	expression	and	
peaceful	assembly	to	be	held	by	the	government	as	priority.	

Major	Trends		

Working	class	and	The	Green	movement		

According	to	Sohrab	Behdad,	the	co-author	of	Class	and	Labour	in	Iran:	Did	the	Revolution	
Matter?	The	Iranian	working	class	was	no	longer	a	traditional	bourgeoisie,	but	a	group	of	
educated	 and	 young	with	no	 change	 from	a	middle-class	 attire.	 The	movement	 had	 a	
wider	emphasis	going	around	the	right	of	vote,	elections,	human	rights	and	freedom	and	
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lacked	a	focus	of	bringing	in	the	demands	of	the	working	class.	Even	then,	it	did	not	stop	
the	people	from	industry	from	joining	the	movement	against	suppression,	but	the	issues	
of	the	labour	were	not	brought	in	front	neither	in	the	riots	nor	in	its	slogans.	Another	
factor	that	failed	the	Green	uprising	was,	no	attention	was	given	to	social	justice	demands,	
which	is	not	only	the	freedom	but	worker	rights	at	its	midpoint.	This	was	similar	in	case	
of	reformists	in	the	period	of	Khatami.	In	the	first	30	years	of	the	regime,	the	gap	between	
the	middle	class	and	working	class	has	narrowed	down	on	everyday	basis	because	the	
bourgeoisie	have	become	the	backbone	of	the	government	by	generations,	taking	up	the	
management	 of	 government	 enterprises,	 revolutionary	 courts	 and	 becoming	 the	
members	of	parliament,	chief	executive	officers	gaining	the	levers	of	political	power.	But	
didn’t	vow	to	remain	so	and	with	a	shift	of	massive	power	their	personal	advantage	role	
played	 and	 changed	 their	 class	 position.	 People	who	 protested	 against	 capitalism	 got	
involved	in	accumulating	it.	While	in	the	case	of	woman	they	did	not	step	back	but	faced	
a	 challenge	 in	working	 place	 and	 lost	 their	 jobs.	With	 capitalist	 firms	 coming	 in,	 the	
employment	rate	fell.	This	shift	caused	a	setback	to	the	Iranian	economy	and	deviated	the	
focus	of	protests	from	social	justice,	marking	the	failure	of	green	movement.	

The	sceptical	class	

In	the	present	days	of	protest,	the	support	from	the	middle	class	remains	strayed	because	
of	two	reasons.	One,	it	is	not	like	a	situation	they	have	something	to	lose	because	they	are	
not	the	middle-class	population	that	used	to	be	unskilled.	they	are	backed	with	something	
and	are	well	 educated.	 Secondly,	 the	political	 leadership	 is	not	 in	 their	hands	nor	 the	
elites,	who	support	the	protestors	only	through	issuing	statements.	The	mass	protests	
emerge	from	those	who	are	at	bottom	of	the	sector,	the	11	million	underprivileged	who	
do	not	have	access	to	urban	amenities.	In	comparison	to	the	earlier	decades,	the	worker	
organization	issued	statement	asking	for	abolition	of	death	penalty	and	discriminatory	
laws	 against	women	but	 the	 focus	 on	working	 conditions	 or	 social	 status	 justice	was	
absent.	In	the	recent	outbreak	people	from	various	backgrounds	from	industrial	workers,	
taxi	drivers,	students	and	artists	have	voiced	out	but	not	in	the	effective	means.	The	gap	
between	the	middle	class	and	economic	elites	have	nearly	diminished	but	the	people	who	
remain	below	the	poverty	line	still	mass	the	demonstrations	as	they	have	nothing	to	lose.		

Psychology	of	Iranians	

When	it	comes	to	the	movement,	the	mindset	of	the	protestors	is	important	because	a	
mass	population	can	gain	momentum	with	a	right	 focus	and	attributing	the	necessary	
factors	to	the	focus.	When	we	look	at	the	Green	movement,	people	voiced	out	for	their	
right	to	vote,	transparency	and	freedom	against	the	Islamic	regime	without	a	strategic	
ask	 on	what	 issue	 they	were	 facing	which	was	 social	 justice.	With	 president	Rouhani	
coming	 into	 position	 again,	 under	 an	 economic	 crunch	 phase.	 The	 price	 hike	 of	
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commodities	evoked	anger	and	 the	people’s	motive	 for	economic	equality	was	 slowly	
turning	 to	 political,	 opposing	 its	 leaders	 and	 protest	 for	 a	 regime	 change.	 After	 the	
assassination	 of	 IRGC	 leader	Qasem	 Soleimani	 by	 the	Anti-Iran	 president,	 there	were	
mass	protests	against	the	US.	We	have	to	look	into	the	protestors	here	because	they	were	
not	the	people	who	were	marching	against	the	government	but	those	bourgeoisie	people	
who	became	white	collars	in	time.	As	far	as	Iranians	this	incident	vanished	in	thin	air	after	
the	shot	down	of	Ukrainian	aircraft.	Where	it	exhibits	the	togetherness	of	the	protestors	
to	riot	against	the	ruthless	regime.	From	the	current	demonstrations,	we	can	learn	that	
the	Iranian	seek	democracy	and	that	has	been	their	struggle	since	the	Islamic	revolution.	

Leaderless	protests	

When	we	 look	 back	 to	 the	 history	 of	 protests	 in	 Iran,	 especially	 in	 the	 late	 90’s.	Mir	
Hossein	 Mousavi	 and	 Mehdi	 Karroubi	 were	 recognised	 as	 leader	 of	 the	 anti-Iranian	
movements.	They	were	in	the	forefront	to	mobilize	people	from	all	sectors	to	protest	for	
democracy,	 transparency	 and	 accountability	 but	 here	 again	 the	 slogans	 that	 were	
chanted	were	more	 to	 the	general	population	rather	 than	 the	workforce.	But	 failed	 to	
address	the	issues	of	the	working	class	who	were	the	eccentric	to	the	functioning	of	the	
government.	They	missed	to	funnel	the	protests	for	specific	needs	such	as	social	justice,	
work	 salaries	 and	 unemployment.	 Although	 the	 movement	 did	 not	 reach	 past	 the	
democracy	seeking	step	till	now.	The	leadership	was	short	sighted.	

In	the	case	of	current	protests,	there	are	massive	crowds	rising	against	the	government	
and	 the	 regime	but	 at	 a	diasporic	way	 from	being	united.	They	have	definitely	 raised	
questions	 about	 the	 country’s	 alliance	 in	 the	 region,	 government	 policy’s,	 working	
conditions,	overdue	salaries,	economic	inflation	and	corruption.	But	a	real	strength	to	a	
movement	is	concentration,	which	can	be	achieved	by	a	leader.	Mobilization	hasn’t	been	
a	challenge	due	to	social	media	but	to	articulate	the	reason	for	protest	is	more	significant.	
With	a	repressive	measure	taken	by	the	Iran	government	to	put	down	the	protest	like	
shutting	the	internet	and	use	of	force,	these	protests	will	face	a	challenge	to	sustain	and	
only	 if	 they	endure	 long	enough	anything	can	be	accomplished.	The	mass	killings	and	
forceful	actions	to	derogate	the	protest	show	that	they	stand	no	chance	of	being	heard.	

Recurrence	

When	it	comes	to	Iran,	protest	have	not	been	a	onetime	event	but	have	continued	to	occur	
though	decades	of	every	presidency	from	Reformist,	conservative	and	moderate.	Under	
the	 first	 reformist	 president	 Seyyed	Mohammad	 Khatami,	 student	 protest	 erupted	 in	
1999.	After	a	decade,	under	president	Mahmoud	Ahmadinejad,	there	were	outbreak	for	
the	disputed	election	results	by	mass	of	Iran.	With	the	current	government	under	Hassan	
Rouhani,	who	happen	to	be	called	as	a	moderate	is	also	facing	numerous	demonstrations	
since	2018.	“Protests	have	occurred	under	every	type	of	presidency.	Thus,	they	are	not	
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party,	personality	or	leadership	bound.”	Second,	the	orientation	to	a	foreign	interference	
was	 perpetually	 high.	Where	US,	 Saudi	 and	 Israel	 partner	 to	 instigate	 and	 encourage	
these	 protests.	 There	 has	 always	 been	 an	 intervention	 into	 the	 Iran’s	 internal	 affairs.	
Lastly	 there	 has	 been	 variations	 to	 the	 reason	 of	 protests	 to	 occur.	 Mainly,	 between	
economic	and	political	needs.	This	tell	us	that	the	foundation	of	revolution	was	built	over	
3	core	tenets.	“The	first	had	to	do	with	notions	of	anti-imperialism,	the	quest	for	national	
liberation,	and	resistance	against	foreign	encroachment	–	themes	that	routinely	surface	
in	Iranian	political	rhetoric.”	

Economic	to	Political	Justice	

Late	 Fred	 Halliday	 said	 that,	 ‘not	 all	 the	 problems	 of	 the	 Iranian	 people	 stem	 from	
imperialism.’	Indeed,	Iran’s	perceived	independence	from	the	hands	of	foreign	powers	
has	not	inoculated	the	leadership	from	internal	turmoil.	With	US	withdrawing	from	the	
nuclear	deal	of	2015	has	brought	economic	recession	to	the	economy	through	sanctions,	
which	the	government	wasn’t	foreseeing	to	happen	and	had	invested	in	extra-territorial	
assets	as	it	deemed.	While	the	sanctions	crunched	over	its	population	the	ideal	model	to	
achieve	economic	development	was	a	failure	in	the	hand	of	the	Islamic	republic.	This	was	
confirmed	 by	 the	 Governor	 of	 the	 Central	 Bank	 of	 Iran,	 Abolnaser	 Hemmati	 who	
underscored	that	Iran’s	economic	growth	has	fallen	below	the	country’s	real	economic	
potentials.	

The	Right	of	the	“Oppressed”	(Mostazafan	in	Ayatollah	Khomeini’s	words)	being	the	core	
tenet	of	1979	revolution,	which	was	started	as	the	“Revolution	of	Barefoot”	to	rise	up	and	
to	 demand	 economic	 justice.	 This	 right	 was	 inscribed	 into	 the	 fabric	 of	 Iran’s	 post-
revolutionary	 consciousness.	 It	 tells	 why	 the	 Iranian	 people	 endure	 to	 voice	 their	
demands	 with	 movements,	 strikes,	 protests,	 and	 at	 the	 ballot	 box.	 The	 protests	 that	
emerged	from	the	price	hike	of	gasoline	but	as	the	movement	grew	bigger	the	chanting	
of	slogans	started	to	give	an	anti-regime	outlook	from	being	economic	need	based.	This	
poses	a	serious	threat	to	the	regime,	especially	the	supreme	leader	who	has	failed	to	gain	
the	consensus	of	his	people	unlike	his	predecessor.	This	suggests	that	between	the	ruling	
class	(elite	parliamentarians)	and	a	large	segment	(Poor	and	unprivileged)	of	Iranians,	
the	 gap	widens	 giving	 no	 option	 for	 the	 exchange	 of	 conservatives	 and	 reformists	 to	
enclose	the	void.	After	40	years	of	creation	of	the	Islamic	revolution,	it	is	a	question	on	
the	existence	of	the	regime.	

Forecast	in	2020	

Revisionist	Regime	



NIAS	Quarterly	on	Contemporary	World	Affairs,	Vol	2,	Issues	2&3		
	
	

 

The	question	that	arises	is,	what	makes	the	Islamic	revolution	an	aggressive	regime?	As	
mentioned	earlier	the	constitution	bases	the	political	power	in	the	hands	of	an	unelected	
Supreme	leader.	From	observation,	 the	Islamic	 leader	has	three	motives	or	objectives.	
First,	to	make	Iran	a	Nuclear	State,	second,	Expansionism	i.e.	Pro-Iran	government	in	the	
Middle	 East	 and	 thirdly	 to	 follow	 Anti-Imperialism.	 The	 administration	 being	 quiet	
without	 a	 revolting	 nature	 against	 the	 domestic	 mismanagement	 and	 international	
sanctions.	 If	 they	 continue	 to	 ignore	 the	 economic	 crisis	 that	 has	 arisen	 from	 secret	
funding	 to	advance	 the	nuclear	power	of	 the	state	and	develop	 its	militia	 (proxies)	 in	
Syria,	Iraq	and	Hamas,	the	Iranian	economy	will	cripple	down	resulting	in	the	closedown	
of	industries,	job	losses,	poverty	index	going	up	and	losing	its	international	goodwill.		

When	 such	 economic	 inflation	 occurs,	 the	 increase	 in	 price	 of	 oil	 will	 lead	 to	 more	
protests	including	all	sectors	and	the	State	will	enforce	to	spend	millions	on	its	military	
personnel	 to	 control	 such	 demonstrations	 every	 time,	 killing	 masses	 and	 Imposing	
punitive	actions.	This	can	be	eluded	if	right	reform	policy	is	in	place	to	meet	the	needs	of	
the	population.	As	people	have	been	protesting	for	4	decades	now	and	haven’t	got	even	a	
slight	change	to	their	lifestyles.	It	has	only	become	worse.	If	the	regime	opts	to	reform	its	
policy	or	eliminate	the	use	of	security	forces,	a	civil	conflict	or	an	uprising	can	be	avoided.	
Else,	the	region	might	become	conflict	prone	as	not	only	Iranians	but	people	of	Iraq,	Syria,	
Lebanon	are	protesting	against	the	Iran	government	for	its	intervention	that	is	taking	a	
toll	over	their	economies.		

This	might	lead	to	an	external	intervention,	which	the	Iran	government	will	not	prefer.	
They	must	prioritize	the	development	of	its	economy	and	second	its	nuclear	or	arsenal	
expansion.	

Nuclear	Deal		

The	Iran’s,	economy	deep	recession	has	worsened	since	the	withdrawal	of	US	from	the	
accord.	In	spite	of	president	Rouhani	efforts	to	keep	the	currency	from	depreciation,	it	
has	halved	down	in	last	2	years.	US	was	the	biggest	market	for	Iran,	with	that	out	of	option	
the	accord	included	6	other	countries	Russia,	China,	UK,	France	and	Germany.	They	still	
believe	that	Iran	can	be	elevated	from	the	economic	crisis	for	which	china	has	lifted	its	
sanctions	 and	 is	 one	of	 the	 top	3	 traders	 to	 Iran.	 If	 Iran	 see	 this	 as	 a	way	 to	keep	 its	
currency	afloat,	improve	its	exports	rather	than	threatening	the	European	countries	to	
withdraw	from	Non-Proliferation	Treaty,	which	Iran	has	been	a	signatory	since	1951.	If	
so,	it	will	lead	to	nuclear	arms	race.	Shifting	the	focus	from	its	economy	to	building	its	
nuclear	missile	can	be	vicious	to	its	people.	This	will	result	in	repercussions	on	its	middle	
class	and	household	budgets.	With	the	recent	assassination	of	general	Qasem	Soleimani	
has	provoked	more	tensions	in	the	regime	and	questioning	if	nuclear	non-proliferation	a	
realistic	possibility?			
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Wider	protests		

In	contrast	to	past	protests	where	not	all	segments	were	participative	in	the	protest,	the	
current	demonstrations	have	been	magnetic	to	join	the	poor,	the	bourgeoisie,	the	middle	
class	 and	 the	 elites	 together	 against	 the	 regime.	 Although	 this	 spread	 has	 led	 to	
speculation	of	external	powers	instigations.	As	far	as	there	is	no	modification	done	to	the	
office	of	the	supreme	leader	and	the	cabinet	stays	powerless	to	express	the	demand	of	
people,	the	protests	will	be	a	permanent	feature	to	the	Islamic	republic	of	Iran.	

For	these	protest	to	actually	make	impact	there	are	two	important	factors,	more	specific	
demands	should	be	made	that	will	change	the	living	conditions	of	the	affected	poor	class	
of	Iran	who	are	educated	and	skilled	unlike	the	initial	period	of	revolution.	Next	will	be	
asserting	 a	 leader	 these	 movements	 because	 any	 leaderless	 protest	 can	 be	 easily	
diminished	using	force	as	there	won’t	be	a	unity	in	the	mass	protests	but	with	a	leader	
one	can	carry	forward	a	unified	demand	that	will	suit	all	and	no	chaos	but	a	well-planned	
protest	with	a	strong	message.	When	 it	 comes	 to	social	dynamic,	 it	 is	hard	 to	predict.	
Many	aspects	such	as	the	determined	action,	maturity	of	the	leaders	and	representatives	
of	the	social	currents	may	vary.	

According	 to	 Shirin	 Ebadi	 a	 human	 rights	 activist,	 recommend	 that	 violence	 can	 be	
avoided	by	protestors	by	right	use	of	legal	right	and	create	pressure	on	the	government.	
For	instance,	“if	they	have	money	in	the	bank,	they	should	withdraw	the	money	from	the	
bank.	Such	a	move	would	damage	the	economics	of	the	state	banks	and	they	would	get	to	
the	brink	of	bankruptcy	or	do	not	pay	for	water,	gas,	taxes	and	municipality	services	to	
pressure	 the	 government	 economically.”	 Through	 this	 form,	 the	 protest	 cannot	 be	
dangerous	 and	no	one	 is	 killed	or	 arrested.	But	when	pressure	 is	put	on	government	
through	mass	protests,	they	are	compelled	to	use	force.		

Economic	Forecast		

According	to	IMF	and	World	Banks,	a	GDP	between	0	and	0.5per	cent	is	predicted,	which	
is	dependent	on	the	export	of	500,000	barrels	of	oil	every	day.	The	country	has	been	hit	
by	sanctions	and	the	load	of	recession	is	purely	borne	by	the	lower	and	upper	middle-
class	of	Iran.	“The	IMF	report	from	October	2019	shows	skyrocketing	inflation	rates	in	
Iran	of	35.7per	cent,	meaning	that	the	average	price	of	consumer	goods	over	the	past	year	
has	 increased	 by	 that	 	 per	 cent	 age.	 The	World	 Bank	 said	 that	 these	 increases	 have	
“disproportionately	affected	the	rural	population”	and	are	especially	high	for	food	items.”	
The	Statistical	Center	 for	 Iran	(SCI)	assessment	 is	even	more	negative	with	an	overall	
inflation	rate	of	47.2	per	cent	and	a	higher	rate	of	63.5per	cent	on	food	and	fuel.	
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An	Iran-based	economist,	Ehsan	Soltani	said	that	“When	people	spend	a	major	part	of	
their	income	on	necessity	goods,	they	have	not	much	money	left	for	anything	other	than	
that.”	 In	the	case,	where	people	run	out	of	money	to	spend	on	other	goods,	 it	 leads	to	
grave	economic	stagnation.	This	means	that	when	the	consumer	doesn’t	have	money	the	
cost	will	rise	by	40per	cent	which	will	be	a	social	and	economic	disaster.	Iranian	experts	
also	agree	that	essential	goods	are	most	affected	by	the	inflation	rate.	

As	maximum	pressure	sanctions	policy	continue,	Tehran	lacks	the	concrete	policies	to	
address	 the	 dismal	 projections	 and	 Iranians	 are	 prospective	 to	 face	 the	 economic	
Hardship	in	2020.	
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